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Messiah Lutheran Church  
1101 Neosho, Emporia, Kansas 66801 
620-342-8181 
Pastor Eddie Hosch 
Elaine Whiteneck, DCE 

 

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for 
welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.” 

(Jeremiah 29:11) 

Happy New Year! 

By the time you read this Christmas celebrations will be 
over and any family visits that we were able to do have passed.  
The decorations that we have enjoyed seeing have begun coming 
down making things look a little more drab.  The streets lit so 
brightly with Christmas lights begin to get darker as those lights 
come down. Normally we take this time of year to look back on 
the past year and take stock of everything that happened as we 
look forward in hope of what the next year will bring.  

Looking back on 2020 it’s very easy to focus on the 
negative things that happened.  We had phrases enter our 
everyday vocabulary that we never thought of: “mask up,” 
“pandemic,” “social distancing” and “quarantine” just to name a 
few.  The loss of loved ones from COVID-19 or countless other 
health issues.  The isolation that was felt by so many people as 
they stayed home for work, school or health reasons.  There was 
so much negative in 2020 that sometimes it can be hard to even 
find a silver lining and so we only see the negative. 

In Jeremiah 29:11 God says these words, “For I know the 
plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not 
for evil, to give you a future and a hope.” During this time of 
chaos and uncertainty, confusion and unrest it’s comforting for us 
to know that God has not forgotten us, that God has a plan and 
that He is working it out for our good.  
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The realty is that we don’t always know how, when or 
where God’s taking us on this journey of life, but we can rest 
assured that it will be okay.  

In this text from Jeremiah Israel is in a position they didn’t 
particularly like, but it was their own sins that got them there. 
However, even then, we see God’s mercy at play when He says “I 
know the plans that I have for you…to give you a future and a 
hope.”  

As we look forward to 2021, I just want to give a word of 
encouragement to trust God’s plan in these turbulent times. 
Know that God knows where you are, and He’s going to bring us 
to a place of peace as we trust in Him.  

Remember, Jesus is the hope of the world; He will keep 
you; He will protect you; He will provide for you, and He will 
sustain you. Trust Him; cast all your care upon Him.  

We can have peace in the midst of all that’s going on by 
holding on to God’s unchanging Word and His unfailing love. God 
cannot and will not lie; what He has promised He will bring it to 
pass.  

Keep the faith, God bless you and Happy New Year! 
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Happy New Year’s 

from Messiah Lutheran Church 
 
 

Get Ready Messiah Family  
Our 100th Anniversary as a Church Family will be 
January 1, 2023!! 
 
If you have any history of Messiah – pictures, or something from 
Messiah’s past, please bring it to the Church Office and we can 
copy it for the Church celebration. 
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This is from our 2013 Newsletter: 
HAPPY 90TH ANNIVERSARY MESSIAH! 
 January 1, 2013 marks the founding of Messiah on January 
1, 1923. Throughout this year the Notes from the Archives will 
feature stories and photos relating Messiah's history over the last 
90 years. Information for this features come from the documents 
found in the archives.  As they say the best place to begin is at the 
beginning. 
 The Missouri Synod-Lutheran Church began work in 
Emporia in the 1890s.  In 1892 a candidate, the Rev. Henry David 
Wagner, was sent by the synodical Mission Board to Emporia to 
conduct services. He lived in Emporia and preached in Olpe in the 
morning and in Emporia in the afternoon. Services in Emporia 
were held at the church located at First and Neosho. Every other 
Sunday he would preach at LeRoy, KS  going there on Saturday 
and returning to Emporia on Monday. He remained in Emporia 
until 1897 when difficulties arose and the congregation disbanded. 

 In 1920 a number of Missouri 
Synod Lutheran families in 
Emporia again requested that 
Lutheran services be 
conducted in Emporia.  
Services were resumed by the 
Rev. Peter Juergensen of Olpe 
and Rev. K. Lineberger of 
Vassar. The services were 
conducted in the homes of the 

members. 
 In the spring of 1922 the Mission Board was induced to call 
a candidate as a Mission Developer. The call went to Gerhardt 
Miessler of Concordia Seminary in St. Louis. Pastor Miessler was 
installed as Pastor and Missionary on September 10, 1922 in the 
Adventist Church at Second and Constitution by his father Rev. R. 
Miessler. Average attendance for the first month was twelve. 
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 On January 1, 1923 Messiah Lutheran Church was 
organized  with eight charter members and thirty souls. The 
charter members were Pastor Miessler, Ben Dieks, Albert J. 
Tschorn, L.E. Wendtlandt, Mann Dicks, Henry Wendtlandt, Ea. A. 
Tschorn and Carl Eberle. 
 The first child baptized in Messiah Lutheran Church was 
Evelyn Alice Tschorn, daughter of Ernest and Gladys Tschorn, on 
March 22, 1922. The first marriage was Dietreich Fox and Eva 
Langley on September 9, 1923.  The first funeral was Jean 
Elizabeth Rover, 2 month old daughter of Mr. And Mrs. K.V. 
Grover. The first confirmation class consisted of Estella Ruby 
Torrence, daughter of R. J. Torrence and Martha Wilhelmina 
Krueger, daughter of John Krueger. The class was confirmed on 
March 25, 1923. 

Pastor Miessler was 
married to Miss 
Martha Reinert at St. 
Joseph, Missouri in 
1924.  
 In May 1924 
the church at South 
Avenue and 
Constitution Street 
was purchased from 
the Evangelical 

Church body for $2,200. In 1931 the church was raised and a 
basement was finished under part of the building. A new oak floor 
was also laid in the church. This church would be home to the 
Messiah congregation until the present church was constructed in 
1949 at 1101 Neosho.  After serving 19 years Pastor Miessler 
accepted a call to Argonia, Kansas in October 1941. 
 If you have any information or photos about the history of 
Messiah, please contact myself or the church office. Steve 
Hanschu, Church Archivist 
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Masks Required - Just a Reminder! 
Masks will be required to stay on the entire time you are in  
the building for worship, LOGOS and Sunday School Classes. 

Exceptions are children under 5 years old 
or those with medical conditions,  

under a doctor’s recommendation not to wear one. 

 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary 
League Gospel Outreach 
January 2021 
 
We are told to go and share God’s love. 
Sometimes that is a difficult task, but it is 
always the “right time” to give love and encouragement. Our 
world is in the midst of a long period of Covid-19 restrictions and 
isolation and many people are feeling overwhelmed and anxious. 
The enemy is invisible and ever-present. Take advantage of this 
opportunity to reach out and show people they are not forgotten. 
Heavenly Father help us to let every day be the right time to reach 
out with Your love. Guide our words and actions so our faith is 
evident in all we do. Forgive us when our actions do not show 
Your love. Help us to see the world through Your eyes of 
compassion and forgiveness. Bless all we do in service to You. In 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen 
 
JANUARY  HETLINGER COOKIES - Dorcas Circle 
January 6  11:00 a.m. Executive Board 
January 6  1:30 p.m. Ruth Circle 
January 19  6:30 p.m. Dorcas Circle 
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9:45 AM Sunday Morning Adult Studies 
Beginning January 3rd 

Men’s Study – Begins 
I Am A Church Member 
Class Dates will be January 3, 10, 17 and February 7, 14 & 21 
This study starts conversations about the attitudes and 
responsibilities of church members -- rather than the functional 
and theological issues -- that previous new member primers all 
but ignored. I Am a Church Member addresses what is expected 
of those who join a body of believers. When a person's attitude 
is consistently biblical and healthy, matters of giving, serving, 
and so forth will fall into place more naturally. 
1. I Will Be a Unifying Church Member 
2. I Will Not Let the Church Be About My Preferences and  
 Desires 
3. I Will Pray for My Church Leaders 
4. I Will Lead My Family to Be Healthy Church Members 
5. I Will Be a Functioning Member 
6. I Will Treasure Church Membership as a Gift 

 
Pastor’s Class – Continues 
Book of Acts   This study takes a few verses at a time to look at 
and have conversations around.   
 
Women’s Study - Continues 
Trustworthy – Overcoming Our Greatest Struggles to Trust God  
When hard times come and it seems God is deviating from the 
plan we assume our life should follow, we’re more likely to 
want to tame God, not trust Him. In this 6-session study of 1 & 2 
Kings, join Lysa TerKeurst in Israel as she honestly reveals the 
places of distrust in her own heart while exploring the deeply 
applicable Scriptures that will teach us how to truly trust God.  

 

Sunday School & LOGOS 
It is our hope to get back together face to face in early to mid 
January.  Please watch for emails and texts for more information 
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Roses to .... 
✞ Roses to the Elders, along with Pastor & Elaine, who made 
 arrangements for a different Christmas season as well as 
 navigating many decisions over the past couple months.  
 Tracy Karcher, Don Bauck, Ken Taylor, Randall Neff, Dustin 
 Lantow, Bill Huth, Greg Larson, Joe Hadicke, Bryce 
 Heitman, Caleb Tegtmeier, and Matt Weidner. 

✞ Roses to KVOE, Ron Thomas and Greg Rahe who have 
 helped with the Community Christmas Service.   

✞ Roses to Fairgrounds for providing a great space for 
 Messiah and the community to worship on Christmas Eve 

✞ Roses to Pastor Tegtmeier and the Elder’s who helped out 
 while Pastor Hosch recovered from shoulder surgery 

✞ Roses to musicians who often get overlooked while 
 providing beautiful opportunities of worship these past 
 several months.  Judy Schade, Matt Esau, Amanda & 
 Brandon Neff, Ashley Mawdsley, Lindsey Herfkins, Laura 
 Schwinn, Charlene Young, Lea Koch 

✞ Roses to Natalie Schnakenberg who organized the Tree of 
 Love for Messiah and her elf helpers, Brenda Mawdsley 
 and Cathy Birk. 

✞ Roses to all those who contributed to the gifts for the Tree 
 of Love.  Always fun to see the gifts under that tree. 

✞ Roses to LOGOS folks did so much this last year in 
 planning, learning Zoom and more! Sandy Schroeder, 
 Linda Sadowski, Sheryl Wiemers, Brenda Taylor, Jim 
 Herfkens, Cindy Jackson, Lori Fleming, Nancy Meinholdt, 
 Sheila Duncan, Sara Mitchell, Vicki Housholder, Michele 
 Wiemers, Gwen Larson, Terry Rhoads, Randall Neff, Pastor 
 Hosch, Elaine Whiteneck 

✞ Roses to Sunday School Staff who have helped in so many  
 ways this fall.  Linda Sadowski,  Sheryl Wiemers, Seth 



10 
 

 Davis, Deb Weidner, Melissa Hosch, Tara Davis, Debi 
 Fiegenbaum, Gwen Larson, Elaine Whiteneck. 

✞ Roses to the medical folks who are carrying the extra load 
 right now and especially those who have help Messiah 
 with decisions, contributions and temperature checks in 
 the past several months. Bryce Heitman, Kendra Shaw, 
 Deb Illk, Amanda Fischer, Vicki Brooks, Juli Heitman, 
 Jennifer Esau, Laci Hansen, Victoria Conley. I’m sure there 
 are more. Forgive me if I missed naming you! 

✞ Roses to Greg Larson who helped the staff get insurance 
 provider changed 

✞ Roses to school teachers, administrators, support staff and 
 the board of educations as they as they continue to make 
 difficult decisions and juggle changes as needed. 

✞ Roses to firefighters, EMTs, doctors, nurses, support staff 
 in hospitals, doctor’s offices and nursing home staff as 
 they continue their work with extra measures of care and 
 risk.   

✞ Roses to essential workers for keeping stores, restaurants 
 and gas stations open 

✞ Roses to Laura Johnson for all the ink pens to hand out on 
 Christmas Eve. 
 

Special Thanks 
Special thanks are extended to the many in the congregation who 
have offered encouragement, prayers, cards, presents and gifts of 
your presence in this unusual season of a pandemic this past year.  
And, thanks are extended to the Elders for the extra gift over 
Christmas.  You truly have been God’s gift.   
God’s Peace – Elaine  
 

Shut-ins and Hospital Visits 
Please pray for, call and check on our shut-ins.  
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Members In Need 

If you have been hit hard during this season of Covid or know of a 
member who has lost their job or is in need, please contact the 
church office.  
 

Member News 
The following members have been in the hospital sometime 
during the month.  Please keep them in your prayers for 
continued healing and comfort:  Lloyd Davidson, Carolyn Nomura 
 
If we left off your name, please let us know.  Remember to call 
the Church Office if you are planning to go into the hospital.  Let 
your family know that they need to call us.  The hospital will no 
longer notify Pastor when you enter. 
 
Remember our service men and women in your prayers:  
Josh Lawson,  Dillion Grother, Aaron Cuadra, Andrew Reynolds, 
Jordan Reynolds, John Ritchie, Michael Hammon, Seth Davis, 
Aubrey Blankenship 
 

Catechism & Scripture Memory Tools 
Verses App 
Go to www.getverses.com and download the Verses app that helps you 
memorize and meditate on Scripture.  Perfect for helping all ages 
develop a foundation of Scripture in their heart. 
 
VerseLocker App 
Another app to help you to Know, Live & Love Scripture. The company 
actually has products and memory courses for children, adults & 
congregations.  Go to https://scripturememory.com/verselocker to 
download their free app. 
 
Quizlet 
This site allows you to make your own flash cards or games.  
https://quizlet.com  

http://www.getverses.com/
https://scripturememory.com/verselocker
https://quizlet.com/
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Prayer Calendar 
For each day of the month, the name of a Messiah Family is listed for you to 
pray for.  We ask that you keep the prayer calendar in a place where you will 
see it each day and then include that family in your daily prayers.  Pray that 
God will watch over them, grant them good health, and keep them strong in 
the faith.  We hope that our prayers will strengthen and bind us together as a 
family of God.   

January 2021 
1. Ernest & Candice Schade & Lynzee 
2. Don & Karen Scheer 
3. Ronald Schemm 
4. Terry Schemm 
5. Judith Schemm 
6. Luke & Tara Schnakenberg & Jaxon 
7. Trent Schnakenberg, Kobie & Taytum 
8. Kent & Natalie Schnakenberg 
9. Mark & Ann Schnakenberg 
10. Mildred Schnakenberg 
11. Brandon & Kim Schneider & Audrey 
12. Robert & Jane Schneider 
13. Dennis Schroeder 
14. Jeff & Tracie Schroeder, Abbie & Caleb 
15. Sandy Schroeder 
16. David & Karen Schubarth 
17. Jamie Schumann & Austin 
18. David Schumann 
19. Jerrod & Jessica Schumann & Emily 
20. Daniel & Donna Schumann 
21. Jacob Schumann 
22. Orinne Schumann & Mandee 
23. Kurt & Vicki Schweinler, Jacob & Ethan 
24. Charles & Barb Scott & Lydia 
25. Leslie Seeley, Sophia & Calvin 
26. Mandey Serig, Payge, Branton & Ravenna 
27. Dale Shane 
28. Donald & Betty Sharp 
29. Keith & Lisa Shaver 
30. Isaiah Shaver 
31. Ben Shaver 
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Lutheran Hour Program Guide 
Hear the "Lutheran Hour" message on 96.1 FM at 10:00 a.m. and 
also on WIBW - 580 AM at 7:30 a.m.  Messiah Lutheran's radio 
program is on 96.1 FM following the "Lutheran Hour" at 10:30 
a.m. every Sunday morning. 
 
January 3 - "Too Much" 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
The Gospel according to St. Mark shows us the Savior Who is 
always on the move.  (Mark 1:1 - 2:12) 
 
January 10 -"The Backstory Behind a Bible 'Contradiction'" 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
(Mark 2:13-28) 
 
January 17 -"Lost in Wonder, Love, and Praise!" 
Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer 
(Mark 3) 
 
January 24 -"TBD" 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
 
January 31 - "TBD" 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. 
Michael Zeigler 
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