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Messiah Lutheran Church  
1101 Neosho, Emporia, Kansas 66801 
620-342-8181 
Pastor Eddie Hosch 
Elaine Whiteneck, DCE 

 

“Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not 
arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not 

irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, 
but rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, believes all 

things, hopes all things, endures all things.  Love never ends.” 
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a 

 
 It’s February, the month of Valentines day and heart-
shaped boxes of candy...so what else is a pastor to write about 
but love? Thanks to the mass commercialization of Valentine’s 
Day, love is everywhere. Love is all around us! 
 
 Is it really, though? I mean, sure, our culture is highly 
proficient in and dedicated to promoting romance. I’ve lost count 
of the number of jewelry commercials on TV today, and I tip my 
cap to the advertising folks. 
 
 But while romance is as abundant as ever, it seems that 
love is a different story at the moment. It seems that love is 
harder to come by in the public sphere. Violence, anger, 
destruction always leads off the news broadcasts. And public 
conversations about just about anything have become so hostile 
that differences have even driven wedges between close friends 
and even families. 
 
 But as people united in Christ, we are called by God to love 
others even if it’s not the most popular or even the easiest thing 
to do. Fortunately, the scriptures are a great resource to help us 
do this! One of the best descriptions of love is the passage I 
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quoted above, written by Paul in his first letter to the Corinthian 
church. These words to the Corinthians are some of the most 
enduring words in the Bible, and are familiar to many people 
because they are often read at weddings. 
 
 Despite being read and heard often, though, the 
implications of the kind of love described in 1 Corinthians 13 are 
wide-ranging. Loving with this sort of patience and gentleness 
invites other people into our lives, providing fertile ground for 
new relationships to grow and old relationships to grow stronger. 
Strangers that we may lump into a category become individual 
people we truly see, know, and appreciate. Love like Paul 
describes is able to topple the walls of fear and discord that seem 
to be so effectively separating people right now. 
 
 This is the kind of love God calls us to offer to the world 
this February. Let this love be our Valentine to everyone, showing 
the love God has for us in Jesus Christ by offering that same love 
to others. 
   In Christ’s love! 
 

 
 

Masks Required - Just a Reminder! 
Masks will be required to stay on the entire time you are in  
the building for worship, LOGOS and Sunday School Classes. 

Exceptions are children under 5 years old 
or those with medical conditions,  

under a doctor’s recommendation not to wear one. 
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Mark Your Calendars 
Special Services 
 
 
 

Ash Wednesday February 17th – 7:15 p.m. 
Lent Service  February 24th – 7:15 p.m. 
Lent Service  March 3 – 7:15 p.m. 
Lent Service  March 10 – 7:15 p.m. 
Lent Service  March 17 – 7:15 p.m. 
Lent Service  March 24 – 7:15 p.m. 
Maundy Thursday Service – April 1 – 7:00 p.m. 
Good Friday Service – April 2 – 7:00 p.m. 
Easter Sunday April 4th 

 
Wednesday Sermon Series:  Shadows of the Savior 
Throughout the Old Testament there are so many people of who 
spend their lives in service to the Lord.  Join on Wednesday 
evenings as we look at heroes of the Old Testament and how their 
lives were shadows of the Savior always pointing forward to Jesus. 
 
Ash Wednesday:  “Powerful Sin, Powerful Blood!” 
Week 1: “Isaac – The Death of the Promise?” 
Week 2 “Joseph – Life-Giver in Death” 
Week 3 “Gideon – The Mighty Warrior” 
Week 4 “Samson – Destroying the Stronghold” 
Week 5 “David – Against All Odds” 
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Ash Wednesday Offering – February 17th 
The annual Kansas District Ash Wednesday Offering supports 
scholarships for future church workers and education loan repayment 
grants for active church workers. Last year the District was able to 
award $88,000 in scholarships and repayment grants. Of that amount, 
$24,000 was raised in the Ash Wednesday Offering. On behalf of our 
grateful recipients, THANK YOU! 
 
We will again be giving our Ash Wednesday Offering towards this 
special project.  If you are unable to attend Ash Wednesday this year 
and would still like to donate, please mail your check to the Church with 
the designation “Ash Wednesday Offering”. 
 
Sunday Sermon Series:  Places of the Passion 
The places where the passion of our Lord took place hold special 
meaning to Christians the world over. These places remind us that 
Jesus walked this earth and stood in locations we can still find 
today to carry out His mission of salvation.  Journey with our 
Savior, exploring the spiritual relevance of key points along the 
path of Christ’s passion in our Sunday Lenten Series beginning 
Sunday, February 14th through Holy Week and Easter. This series 
follows along with the Lenten Devotions Group Bible Studies. 
 
Ash Wednesday (observed): The City of Jerusalem 
Week 1:  Bethany 
Week 2:  The Mount of Olives 
Week 3:  The Garden of Gethsemane 
Week 4: The Courtyard 
Week 5:  Pilate’s Judgment Hall 
Palm Sunday: Bethphage 
Maundy Thursday: The Upper Room 
Good Friday:  Golgotha 
Easter Sunday: The Garden Tomb 
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Messiah Scholarships 
High school seniors and postsecondary students are welcome to 
apply for scholarships from Messiah Lutheran Church. 
Applications for 2021 will be submitted digitally. 
  
Instruction/information sheets are available at Messiah Lutheran 
Church. You also can email Gwen Larson, scholarship chair, at 
gazettegl@yahoo.com to request a copy. 
  
All applications are due by 11:59 p.m. Sunday, April 4 (Easter). 

 

Roses to .... 
✞ Roses to Beth Hanschu for labeling and delivering some of 
 the pictorial directories. 

✞ Roses to parents who have been so supportive of both 
 online and in-person Sunday School and LOGOS 

✞ Roses to Harvest Home Team who are wrapping things up 
 from the 2020 Festival and thinking toward next year 

✞ Roses to those who are organizing and providing the Covid 
 vaccinations 

✞ Roses to Lisa Hellyer, Director of Engagement and 
 Outreach, for visiting the LOGOS students and telling them 
 all about Lead a Child.  www.leadachild.org 

✞ Roses to . . . . . .  

 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:gazettegl@yahoo.com
http://www.leadachild.org/
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Lenten Bible Study Series  
Come join us starting Sunday, February 
14th.  Masks are required and social 
distancing will be observed.  More details 
as they become available.   
 
“In this Bible Study for Lent, participants 
walk in the footsteps of Jesus to the 
places where His Passion took place to 
learn more about His sacrifice for us. This 
study will help to remind us that the 
places Jesus went on this earth made it possible for us to have a 
place in heaven with Him forever.   
 
Leader   Host  Day/Location 
Beth Hanschu  Bentz/Young Sunday, 6:30 p.m. F.H. 
Chuck Weidner   Wed. Noon/Fellowship Hall 
Elaine Whiteneck   Zoom 

 
9:45 AM Sunday Morning Adult Studies 

Men’s Study  - I Am A Church Member 
Class Dates will be February 7, 14 & 21 
This study starts conversations about the attitudes and 
responsibilities of church members.  
 
Pastor’s Class – Continues 
Book of Acts   This study takes a few verses at a time to look at 
and have conversations around.   
 
Women’s Study - Continues 
Trustworthy – Overcoming Our Greatest Struggles to Trust God  
When hard times come and it seems God is deviating from the 
plan we assume our life should follow, we’re more likely to 
want to tame God, not trust Him.  
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Synodical Convention 2022 to 2023 
Our nation has faced many challenges in 2020. Now the Synod faces 
another challenge. 2021 is the district convention year in the Synod’s 
normal three-year cycle. 
 
There are two main problems:  
1. The hotel/hospitality/restaurant/convention industry is barely 
functioning in  

many places, making preparation difficult or even impossible 
2. Government restrictions on the size of public meetings are 

placing in doubt the  
possibility of even holding a district convention in some 
districts.   

 In an effort to deal with the situation the entire synod is being asked to 
consider the proposal below.   
 
 Proposed Solution: 
Shall the Synod add a year to the current 2019–2022 triennium, 
allowing districts to hold their conventions in either 2021 or 2022, and 
moving the upcoming national Synod Convention from 2022 to 2023? 
[Thereafter, the triennium cycle will continue forward from 2023 in 
three-year increments, as before (i.e., with district conventions held in 
2025, 2028, etc., and Synod Conventions held in 2026, 2029, etc.).]   
  
In order to vote the desire of Messiah Lutheran Church this will be 
shared every week with the congregation by e-mail and weekly take-
home.  Please review the proposed solution above and whether you 
would support this resolution.  On Monday, February 1st we will send 
out a survey with this one question and there will be a five day voting 
period ending on Friday, February 5th.  If one does not have email, they 
may stop by the church office and submit their vote.  Based on the 
majority response the final vote for the congregation will be submitted 
to Synod.  If you have any questions feel free to e-mail Pastor 
(ehosch@messiahlutheran.org)       In Christ!   Pastor 

 
 
 

mailto:ehosch@messiahlutheran.org
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Lutheran Women’s Missionary 
League Gospel Outreach 
February 2021 
 
February is the month people share their 
love with others and yet it can be a hard winter month for all of 
us, but if you are a child in crisis, the darkness and cold can be 
especially frightening.  Plan an ingathering of items to bring 
comfort to children who are in crisis.  
 
PRAYER: 
Heavenly Father, You have called us to take care of the “least of 
these”, which includes children who are in need. We know there 
are many hurting children in our community and we place them in 
Your loving hands. Please guide and direct our efforts as we 
gather items to provide comfort. We also lift up those who serve 
these children.  Be with them providing the strength they need 
support these little ones.  In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen 
 
FEBRUARY  HETLINGER COOKIES - Ruth Circle 
February 3  11:00 a.m. Executive Board 
February 3  1:30 p.m. Ruth Circle 
February 16  6:30 p.m. Dorcas Circle 
 
MARCH  HETLINGER COOKIES - Dorcas Circle 

MARCH – LWML PRAYER MONTH  
March 3  11:00 a.m. Executive Board 
March 3  1:30 p.m. Ruth Circle 
March 16  6:30 p.m. Dorcas Circle 
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Member News 
The following members have been in the hospital sometime 
during the month.  Please keep them in your prayers for 
continued healing and comfort:  Carolyn Nomura, Kermit Grother, 
Alex Conley 
 
If we left off your name, please let us know.  Remember to call 
the Church Office if you are planning to go into the hospital.  Let 
your family know that they need to call us.  The hospital will no 
longer notify Pastor when you enter. 
 
Remember our service men and women in your prayers:  
Josh Lawson,  Dillion Grother, Aaron Cuadra, Andrew Reynolds, 
Jordan Reynolds, John Ritchie, Michael Hammon, Seth Davis, 
Aubrey Blankenship 

 
Thank you from the Salvation Army for the Christmas Eve Donations 
Dear Friends, 
Thank you for the donation of food and $800 for the Salvation Army 
emergency pantry.  This will go a long way in helping families in need 
have food on their tables.  Your thoughtfulness is greatly appreciated 
and truly a blessing. 
Major Deb Thompson, Corps Officer 
 
Thank you for the donations from Harvest Home Festival 
Dear Friends, 
Thank you for your generous donation of $2,400 to support The 
Salvation Army Christmas Campaign.  These funds are being used to 
help those in need for Christmas and will continue to help into the 
coming winter months. We could not do what we do without your 
continued support.   
Major Deb Thompson, Corps Officer 
 
Thank you to Messiah Lutheran Church for your generous donation to 
our Senior Center.  It is very much appreciated. 
Virginia McCabe, Emporia Senior Center Board Member 
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Prayer Calendar 
For each day of the month, the name of a Messiah Family is listed for you to 
pray for.  We ask that you keep the prayer calendar in a place where you will 
see it each day and then include that family in your daily prayers.  Pray that 
God will watch over them, grant them good health, and keep them strong in 
the faith.  We hope that our prayers will strengthen and bind us together as a 
family of God.   

February 2021 
1. Mike & Shannon Schumann 
2.  Gabe & Kurstin Shaver, Caylee & Natalie 
3. Kendra Shaw, Brayden, Brody & Bowen 
4. Jeff & Michelle Shepherd 
5. Jake & Tiffany Siebenaler 
6. Lucas & Holly Sims, Ella 
7. Vici Smith 
8. Dale & Cynthia Smith, Dylan 
9. Thomas Smith 
10. Adam & Kim Smith & Jade 
11. Michael & Janice Smith, Kylee, Andrew, Jenna & Levi 
12. Greg & Megan Smith & Aidan 
13. Cameron & Morgan Smith 
14. Courtney Smith 
15. Glen & Shirley Smith 
16. Richard Smith 
17. Allison Spain 
18. Alan & Donna Spain 
19. Margaret Spain 
20. Patti Sporing 
21. Lisa Steffens 
22. Aaron & Janna Stegmaier 
23. Alyssa Stegmaier 
24. Brady & Lyndsay Stephens, Allie, Kenzie & Berklee 
25. Sharon Stephens 
26. Ryan & Lisa Storrer & Lindsay 
27. Ashley Storrer 
28. Robert & Rachel Stubbs 
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Lutheran Hour Program Guide 
Hear the "Lutheran Hour" message on 96.1 FM at 10:00 a.m. and 
also on WIBW - 580 AM at 7:30 a.m.  Messiah Lutheran's radio 
program is on 96.1 FM following the "Lutheran Hour" at 10:30 
a.m. every Sunday morning. 
 
February 7 - "Stories Around the Table" 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
Dr. Michael Zeigler shares a story about people who had more in 
common than they thought.  (Mark 6-8) 
 
February 14 - "Shines and Saves" 
Guest Speaker: Rev. Cody Cooper 
Jesus surpasses all expectations as we see Him revealed on the 
Mount of Transfiguration.  (Mark 9:2-13) 
 
February 21- "Do You See Anything?" 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
(Mark) 
February 28 
 
February 28 - "TBD" 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
(Mark) 
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Church Council Meeting 
Making God’s House a Home 
January 11, 2021 6:00 p.m. 

 
Ministry Support Team – Zach Hansen 
The bid from Fender Fence is $3400 for a vinyl fence and $5400 
for white vinyl.  Fender Fence is eight weeks out with jobs.  Zach is 
checking on warranty.  Tracy Karcher motioned to accept the bid 
for $5400 to be paid out of Building fund; Amy Christensen 
seconded.  Motion carried. 
 
Outreach Team Report – Amanda Fischer 
No report 
 
Spiritual Life Team – Tracy Karcher 
No report 
 
Adult & Family Life Team– Laci Hansen 
Directory is in. 
 
Children and Youth Education Team - Brenda Taylor 
No report 
 
Youth Faith Growth Team – Gwen Larson 
No report 
 
Treasurer Report-Jennifer Brothers 
Beginning Balance   12/1/2020    $71,899.92 
Deposits                     $    56,098.00 
Checks                       $    -42,014.65 
Ending Balance      12/31/2020                $85,983.27 
 
Committee Reports 
MCE call team:  Moving along to the next step in the call process 
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Membership Changes   
Death: 
DeWayne Cooper (12/18/20) *not a member 
Bernice Collier (12/5/20) not sure of date-funeral at a later date 
 
Old Business 

1. Setup 100th Anniversary Committee – Sharon Williams, 
Karen Hinrichs and Kari Johnson said yes.  Please talk to 
Greg Rahe if you know of anyone interested. 

2. Streaming Services update – will be paying ½ of invoice to 
get things ordered.  Once the equipment has arrived, he 
will get started. 

3. Year end reports for our Annual report – please submit. 
4. Talked about adding money to the contingency fund since 

we have a 2020 surplus.  Will talk more about it at 
February meeting. 

 
New Business 

1. End of year offerings were $404,083.87.  District mission is 
10% and rounding up would be $40,500 which will be paid 
monthly.  We budgeted for $45,000.  Gwen Larsen 
motioned to accept $40,500; Zach Hansen seconded.  
Motion carried.  

 
Announcements 
Next meeting:  Monday, February 1st, 6:00 p.m.  
    
Closing 
Meeting adjourned at 7:03 p.m. with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Amy Christensen - Secretary 
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