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Messiah Lutheran Church  
1101 Neosho, Emporia, Kansas 66801 
620-342-8181 
Pastor Eddie Hosch 
Elaine Whiteneck, DCE 
 

I have learned quite a bit over my years of ministry. I have 
served a small rural congregation in Northern Minnesota.  I have 
served in a city of over 12 million people as a Missionary and I am 
now blessed to serve here at Messiah.  Among those many things 
that I have learned are three basic principles which help to define 
the life together of a healthy congregations.  

First – the church is about mission, not maintenance:  

This principle applies to congregations that have not 
walled themselves off from the surrounding community, but 
rather, they are a part of that community – not with the intention 
of putting more people in the pews, but to make God’s love in 
Jesus Christ known to everyone both inside and outside the walls. 
The congregation is a part of something greater than itself—they 
are part of the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, brought 
together by his death on the cross and bound together in love.  

Second – the church is not the building, it’s the people.  

There are two Greek words that can be translated as 
church in English. One is “ἐκκλησία” (ekklesia), meaning “a calling 
out.” ἐκκλησία never refers to a building or meeting place, but 
always to people, the ones “called out” of the world’s society by 
God.  The other word for “church” comes from the Greek word 
“κυριακός” (Kyriakos), meaning “belonging to the Lord.” Far too 
many congregations can be too focused on buildings. We tend to 
base our identity in physical structures knowing full well that they 
may someday be torn down. [See Matthew 24:1-2] The things we 
humans build, no matter how grand, will perish; the things God 
builds, no matter how small, will endure, even to the end of the 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/inflections.cfm?strongs=G1577&t=KJV&ot=TR&word=%E1%BC%90%CE%BA%CE%BA%CE%BB%CE%B7%CF%83%E1%BD%B7%CE%B1
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age. If we base our identity in Christ, we’ll know that God’s love 
for us will never end nor can it be physically destroyed.   

Third – the church is a vision of peace and wholeness.  

Though this is an aim that is somewhat elusive, it can be 
achieved in a variety of ways. It is achieved when we see each 
other as fellow members of the body of Christ. As we see our 
common calling and act out of that calling, we do so as fellow 
members of the body of Christ. No one is more important than 
another, no one. Caring for one another is an obvious expression 
of wholeness. It is not exclusively a ministry of staff members to 
do so. It is a ministry of the baptized. Caring is perhaps the 
deepest expression of wholeness and the hope we have for our 
congregation. The church of Jesus Christ is a lofty ideal. Sadly, we 
sometimes see its failures rather than successes. I believe God 
blesses the church which keeps in mind these principles.  May 
God bless us all now and forever. 

  In Christ! 

  Pastor H. 

Lent/Easter Special Services: 
Wednesday – March 4 7:15 p.m. Lent Service 
Wednesday – March 11 7:15 p.m. Lent Service 
Wednesday – March 18 7:15 p.m. Lent Service 
Wednesday – March 25 7:15 p.m. Lent Service 
Wednesday – April 1  7:15 p.m. Lent Service 
Thursday – April 9  7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday 
Friday – April 10  7:00 p.m. Good Friday 
Sunday – April 12  6:30 a.m. Sunrise Service 
    7:30 a.m. Breakfast 
    8:30 a.m. Fairgrounds Service 
    8:45 a.m. Sunday School 
    10:00 a.m. Easter Worship 
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Themes & Menus for LOGOS 
March 4  All Around the World  

 Menu:  Tater tot casserole, french bread, fresh 
veggies & ranch, neopolitan ice cream 

 
March 11  Spring Break - No LOGOS                  
 
March 18      Pot of Gold   
 Menu: Sloppy Joes, french fries, fresh fruit, 
 green jello jigglers             
 
March 25         Pop Corn Night   
 Menu:  Popcorn chicken, popcorn shrimp, mac & 

cheese, fresh veggies & ranch, ice cream floats   

   

Harvest Home 
Ladies/Gents...are any of you gifted with wood working skills? 

Harvest Home committee could use someone willing to 

repair/refinish broken furniture items that show up in the garage. 

Please let Donna Spain or Greg Larson know if you’re able to help 

us in this way. Thank you! 
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Lutheran Women’s Missionary 
League Gospel Outreach 
MARCH 
Three ways to help strengthen your faith: 
1) Nurturing 
2) Meaningful 
3) Encouraging 
 

1) Rather than “giving up” something for Lent, “take up” 
something. Perhaps you’ve gotten lax when it comes to 
daily devotions or Bible reading. Now is the time to get 
back to it! 

2) Volunteer to cut squares for the quilts. There is plenty of 
material available in the basement quilt room. Better yet 
come on Tuesday mornings from 8:00 – 9:30 am. Have 
questions? Talk to Beth Hanschu. 

3) Check in with the new members of the congregation. Be 
sure they know about any extra Lenten activities. 

 
MARCH  HETLINGER COOKIES - Dorcas Circle 

MARCH – LWML PRAYER MONTH  
March 4  11:00 a.m. Executive Board 
March 4  1:30 p.m. Ruth Circle 
March 17  6:30 p.m. Dorcas Circle 

 
LWML Zone Spring Gathering 

Saturday, March 7, 2020 
Zion Lutheran Church, 23167 Topeka St., Vassar Kansas 

 
9:00 a.m. Registration & Coffee 

9:45 a.m. Meeting Begins 
Special guest speakers from Haskell Light Indian Ministries 

Please RSVP to 785-828-4482 by March 5th 
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Lenten Small Group Study  
Joining Jesus on His Mission will alter the way you see your life as 
a follower of Jesus and take you beyond living your life for Jesus 
to living life with Jesus. Simple, powerful and applicable insights 
show you how to be on mission and recognize where Jesus is 
already at work in your life. You will feel both relief and hope. You 
may even hear yourself say, “I can do this!” as you start 
responding to the everyday opportunities Jesus is placing in your 
path.   
 
Host:    Facilitator:  Time: 
Sunday: 
Don/Teresa Bauck  Keith Shaver  9:45 a.m.   
Basement SS Room  Pastor Hosch  9:45 a.m.  
Elaine Benz   Beth Hanschu  6:30 p.m. 
Monday: 
Church    Marcy Neff/Jenn Esau 6:00 p.m. 
Tuesday: 
Youth House/College Age Gwen Larson  6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday: 
Carol Kohr   Youth House  12:10 p.m. 
Thursday: 
Braum’s Bible Study  Norma Hodges 7:00 a.m. 
Gene/Marietta Whitson Sandy Schroeder 4:00 p.m. 
Saturday: 
Church Wing   Elaine Whiteneck 5:00 p.m. 
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Adult Sunday Morning Studies    
Fellowship Hall Study  - Begins March 1 with Greg Rahe 
Israel’s Mission – Ray Vander Laan DVD Study 
WHAT'S YOUR MISSION? God gave the assignment to His people 
thousands of years ago: to bring "lost sheep" back into the love 
and safety of His kingdom. He said to become a "Kingdom of 
Priests," and put God on display to show the world what He is like. 
It's still our task today. In this film series, you'll glimpse the 
urgency and rewards of welcoming the strangers and prodigals 
the Lord longs to embrace. Discover the mission that can give 
your life - and the lives of those around you - greater meaning 
than you ever imagined. 
 
Basement Women’s Study – Begins March 22 

Trustworthy – Overcoming Our Greatest 
Struggles to Trust God 
When hard times come and it seems God is deviating from the 
plan we assume our life should follow, we’re more likely to want 
to tame God, not trust Him. It’s then that we begin to press into 
our ways and our own timing. No human can carry the weight of 
being their own god, but so many of us try. In this 6-session study 
of 1 & 2 Kings, join Lysa TerKeurst in Israel as she honestly reveals 
the places of distrust in her own heart while exploring the deeply 
applicable Scriptures that will teach us how to truly trust God.  
 

Save the date for the 
IF:Gathering 2020 
IF:Emporia will be on Saturday, April 18, from 
8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. We will be partnering 
with Twelfth Avenue Baptist Church and they will host this year. 
We hope to have many tables full of Messiah ladies! If you are 
interested in serving on the leadership team, volunteering, or 
have any questions, contact Beth Tegtmeier at 620.412.1032.   
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Easter Breakfast Fundraiser 
Families with students in sixth grade 
through high school — 
Serving breakfast after Sunrise Service on 
Easter Sunday is one of the most popular fundraisers we do to 
help pay for our youth to attend National Youth Gathering, 
District Youth Gathering, Lutheran Valley Retreat in Colorado and 
the Grants, New Mexico, Servant Event. 
 
We will serve breakfast casseroles, cinnamon rolls and fresh fruit 
with juice, milk and coffee.  We need your help!  Please plan to 
donate prepared breakfast casseroles and other food as well as 
sign up to work the event (about an hour of prep on Saturday 
night, then your choice of shifts before Sunrise Service, serving at 
7:30 a.m. and cleaning up after). 
 
Sign-up sheets will be in the fellowship hall on Sundays, and 
watch your email for electronic signup. Questions? Talk to Kary 
Johnson, Amy Rhoads, Andrea Karcher, Gwen Larson or Elaine 
Whiteneck. 

 

High School Service 

Messiah’s high school students will 
serve the Abundant Harvest meal on 

Thursday, March 19. Students need to be available from 5:15 to 
about 6:30 that evening. The food is already prepared. We spend 
our time serving the food (like a lunch line at school), refilling 
drinks, sharing fellowship with those who come to eat, then clean 
it all up at the end. For the high school students who come on 
Wednesday nights, serving at Abundant Harvest is similar to what 
Miss Debbie did in our movie “Same Kind of Different As Me.” 
If you can help, please reach out to Kary Johnson, Amy Rhoads, 
Gwen Larson or Elaine Whiteneck. 
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Roses to .... 

✞ Roses to Linda Morgan who took on the task of managing 
 the churches web site so it could be current 

✞ Roses to Caleb & Bethany for hosting Pastor Duane 
 Meissner from the Belize Mission Society 

✞ Roses to Pastor Meissner for being our Mission speaker in 
 January, leading Bible class and encouraging us for the 
 mission trip 

✞ Roses to Beth Hanschu who organized the LOGOS Servant Night 
 experiences.  They were meaningful, purposeful and the 
 kids were proud of their accomplishments. 

✞ Roses to 1st Grade LOGOS kids with Melissa Hosch and Kristen 
 Way who put together birthday bags for the Salvation 
 Army 

✞ Roses to 2nd and 3rd Grade LOGOS kids, Cindy Jackson, Lori  
 Fleming and Sara Mitchell who cleaned the sanctuary, 
 vacuumed the floors, filled the pews with cards and pens, 
 restocked the worship bags and polished the offering 
 plates 

✞ Roses to 4th Grade LOGOS kids with Lacie Hamlin, Cathy Birk 
 and Sheila Duncan who tied fleece blankets for Lutheran 
 World Relief 

✞ Roses to 5th Grade LOGOS kids with Brenda Taylor and Don 
 Bauck who strung the cord in almost 40 backpacks for 
 Lutheran World Relief 

✞ Roses to 6th Grade LOGOS kids with Jeanie Dardano and Shanna 
 Eggers decorated sugar cookies and made no bake cookies 
 for Hetlingers 

✞ Roses to 7th Grade LOGOS kids with Jim Herfkins, Jennifer 
 Rethman and Elaine Whiteneck shopped for groceries for 
 the Blessing Boxes around town.  What’s nutritious, cost 
 effective, and filling?  All things they considered 
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✞ Roses to 8th Grade LOGOS kids with Pastor Hosch, Ileen Meyer 
 and Marcy Neff shopped for groceries for the Salvation 
 Army.  How much can I get on the budget that was set? 

✞ Roses to Thrivent Financial Action Team that helped offset the 
 expenses for the servant projects 

✞ Roses to Karen Hinrichs and Beth Hanschu who put together 
 the “press, cut, sort” to stockpile fabric for quilts 

✞ Roses to David and Laura Johnson and Lorna Harden with help 
 from friends who served the breakfast fundraiser for 
 Robert Spain 

✞ Roses to Randall & Marcy Neff and Elaine Whiteneck for 
 sponsoring the 10 students who went to Youth Quake 

✞ Roses to all the support from the congregation for the  
 fundraisers 

✞ Roses to LWML ladies and their continued support of World 
 Hunger through the annual lunch 

✞ Roses to ….. 

 
Faith Lutheran/Lord’s Lambs Preschool  

Spring Fling BBQ 
Saturday, March 14th 

6:00 – 10:00 p.m. 
Dinner & Silent Auction 

Bowyer Building 
Tickets $25 (must be 21 to enter) 
(includes steak dinner & 2 drinks) 

 
Proceeds to benefit the Faith Lutheran/Lord’s Lambs 

 Endowment Fund 
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Member News 
The following members have been in the hospital sometime 
during the month.  Please keep them in your prayers for 
continued healing and comfort:  Robert Spain 
 
If we left off your name, please let us know.  Remember to call 
the Church Office if you are planning to go into the hospital.  Let 
your family know that they need to call us.  The hospital will no 
longer notify Pastor when you enter. 
 
Remember our service men and women in your prayers:  
Terry Rhoads, Josh Lawson, Dillion Grother, Aaron Cuadra, 
Andrew Reynolds, Jordan Reynolds, Darren Schroeder, John 
Ritchie, Christy Bryant, Michael Hammon, Seth Davis, Aubrey 
Blankenship 
      

Attendance & Offerings 

Date Attendance Offering 

February 1 / 2 256 $9,737.57 

February 8/9 231 $7,535.76 

February 15/16 235 $7,824.72 

February 22/23 219 $6,151.00 
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Prayer Calendar 
For each day of the month, the name of a Messiah Family is listed for you to 
pray for.  We ask that you keep the prayer calendar in a place where you will 
see it each day and then include that family in your daily prayers.  Pray that 
God will watch over them, grant them good health, and keep them strong in 
the faith.  We hope that our prayers will strengthen and bind us together as a 
family of God. 

    March 2020 
1. Kent & Stacey Clodfelter, Ashley & Zach 
2. Megan Clopton 
3. Rachael Clopton 
4. Tim Coen 
5. Howard & Jackie Cole & Dalton 
6. Lacy Cole 
7. Bernice Collier 
8. Alexander Conley 
9. Craig & Victoria Conley & Jenna 
10. Maddie Conley 
11. Tyler & Crystal Conley, Maxwell & Maggie 
12. Tauna Cornell & Breckston 
13. Chris & Tammy Corum, Camron & JoCee 
14. Glenn & Marla Crabtree 
15. Charles & Kristi Crosby, Jack & Eliza 
16. Justin Crow 
17. Aaron Cuadra 
18. Matthew Cuadra 
19. Robert & JoAnn Cuadra 
20. Gary & Lois Dains 
21. Braden & Lynsey Damman, Brecklyn & Elsie 
22. Jeannie Dardano 
23. Lloyd & Diana Davidson 
24. Brad & Debbie Davis 
25. Corey Davis 
26. Dale & Carolyn Davis 
27. Jayson & Brittani Davis, Landri, Krue & Demi 
28. Michael Davis 
29. Seth & Tara Davis, Maycee & Malloree 
30. John & Lisa Decker, Jessica & Katlynn 
31. Brad & Cara Demler, Taryn & Madisyn 

 



13 
 

Lutheran Hour Program Guide 
Hear the "Lutheran Hour" message on 96.1 FM at 10:00 a.m. and 
also on WIBW - 580 AM at 7:30 a.m.  Messiah Lutheran's radio 
program is on 96.1 FM following the "Lutheran Hour" at 10:30 
a.m. every Sunday morning. 
 
March 1 - "Singled-Out but Not Alone" 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
Something needs to be done and it falls to you to do it. You might 
feel alone-but you're not alone.  (Exodus 3-4) 
 
March 8 - "Upon Further Review" 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
God's forgiving love for us in Christ cancels the continuous 
playback of our regrets.  (Exodus 5) 
 
March 15 - "Gracious Confiscation" 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
(Exodus 7-8) 
 
March 22 - "They Bloom Later" 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
(Exodus 9) 
 
March 29 - "Labors of Love" 
Guest Speaker: Pastor Ryan Tinetti 
(Exodus 10) 
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March 2020 

February 29 - Saturday, 6:00 p.m. ..................... Elder: Don Bauck 

   ................................................................ Acolyte: Trevor Barnett  

March 1 – Sunday  
8:30 a.m. ........................................................... Elder: Joe Hadicke   
 Acolyte: Drew Wells   
  Greeter: Jerry & Connie Wenciker   
 Ushers: Dennis Kasten   
11:00 a.m. ............................................................... Elder: Bill Huth    
 Acolyte: Kane Crisp    

March 4 – Wednesday                Lent Service, 7:15 p.m. 

March 7 - Saturday, 6:00 p.m. ........................... Elder: Don Bauck    

 ..................................................................... Acolyte: Rhianna Birk    

March 8 - Sunday 
8:30 a.m. ........................................................... Elder: Joe Hadicke    
 Acolyte: Lacy Rust  
 Greeter: Warren & Vicki Price   
 Ushers: Dennis Kasten   
11:00 a.m. ............................................................... Elder: Bill Huth    
 Acolyte: Lilly Parks & Bethany Disney   

March 11 – Wednesday               Lent Service, 7:15 p.m. 

March 14 - Saturday, 6:00 p.m. ......................... Elder: Don Bauck    
     Acolyte: Nolan Heitman & Clara Heitman    



15 
 

March 15 - Sunday 
8:30 a.m. ........................................................... Elder: Joe Hadicke    
 Acolyte: Ava Karcher    
 Greeter: Jerry & Connie Wenciker   
 Ushers: Dennis Kasten   
11:00 a.m. ............................................................... Elder: Bill Huth    
 Acolyte: Brian Schumann & Carter Granado    

March 18 – Wednesday               Lent Service, 7:15 p.m. 

March 21 - Saturday, 6:00 p.m. ......................... Elder: Don Bauck    
     Acolyte: Caleb Schroeder    

March 22 - Sunday 
8:30 a.m. ........................................................... Elder: Joe Hadicke  
 Acolyte:   
 Greeter: Jerry & Connie Wenciker  
 Ushers: Dennis Kasten  
11:00 a.m. ............................................................... Elder: Bill Huth 
 Acolyte: Addisyn Hinrichs & Samantha Pankratz  

March 25 – Wednesday                Lent Service, 7:15 p.m. 

March 28 - Saturday, 6:00 p.m. ......................... Elder: Don Bauck    
     Acolyte: Trevor Barnett    

March 29 - Sunday 
8:30 a.m. ........................................................... Elder: Joe Hadicke  
 Acolyte: Drew Wells  
 Greeter: Connie & Jerry Wenciker  
 Ushers: Dennis Kasten  
11:00 a.m. ............................................................... Elder: Bill Huth  

 ............................. Acolyte: Sadie Rethman & Mandee Schumann  
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Church Council Meeting 
Making God’s House a Home 
February 3, 2020 6:00 p.m. 

 
Ministry Support Team – Zach Hansen 
Zach talked to Schmidt cabinetry and they do not want to do the 
doors.  Zach needs to get bids from various places for various kind 
of doors so we can make a decision on what route to proceed 
with.   
 
Outreach Team Report – Teresa Bauck 
Doing a fundraiser for Bob Spain during fellowship time on 
Sundays for the month of February to help offset medical and 
travel expenses. A basket will be placed at the back of the church 
for Saturday worshippers  
In upcoming March or April, there will be a Loving Hands tree 
placed in the back of church with items that can be purchased for 
the Foster children involved with program.  
Working on the Belize mission trip. June 24th-July 4th. If 
interested please check with Bethany or Caleb Tegtmeier  
Family Promise Feb 9th from 6-7 at the First Methodist church 
there will be a program “Concert for Prayers” with music, 
scripture reading and an informative talk given by Doug Epp to 
help re-energize the community on Family Promise  
 
Spiritual Life Team – Tracy Karcher 
Elders discussed the church security policy now named the MLC 
Emergency Action Plan. Will review the current draft plan and 
respond back to Greg Larson who will compile the changes and 
get a final copy ready for March’s Church Council Meeting.   We 
welcomed Matthew Weidner as the new Elder for Zone 7. 
Discussed Elder vacancies and the need to replace Tom Menke 
and one more Elder. For the time being we will ask all the other 
Elders to just take on those members from the vacant zones.  
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Going to try to move Elders’ monthly meeting to 1st Sunday of 
every month at 12:30. Hoping to reduce nightly meeting on Pastor 
and Elaine. 
Finding church organists/piano players is a struggle. Losing people 
who can do this on a regular basis. Pastor will keep us updated. 
Discussed needs for upcoming Lenten services and Easter 
worship. More final details coming in March. 
Elders discussed budgets and financial health of the church. 
Discussion was held on what type of recommendation we as 
Elders need to make to the Church Council for the spiritual health 
of the Messiah Lutheran Church. We are encouraged by the 
discussion going on at the Sunday round tables and expect to gain 
some insight into the church body’s wishes. 
 
Adult & Family Life – Laci Hansen 
Church directory is done. 
February 2/23 tentative date for 50 plus anniversaries (22 
couples).  Would like to have a candlelight dinner for them. 
IF gathering is Saturday, April 18th at 12th Ave Baptist church. 
 
Children and Youth Education Team - Brenda Taylor 
No report 
 
Youth Faith Growth Team – Gwen Larson 
I have emailed Andrea Karcher and Kary Johnson about organizing 
the spaghetti supper fundraiser for 2022 National Youth 
Gathering. We are now looking at the week after Spring Break 
(March 16-20) as our time frame.  It was suggested to move the 
spaghetti supper to November since we will be fundraising a lot 
for the Belize trip. 
Messiah youth from sixth grade and up will organize the Easter 
Sunday breakfast on April, 12th. 
LSO – for the 2/23 dinner Caleb will be there to talk about the 
Belize mission trip 
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Treasurer Report-Jennifer Brothers 
Beginning Balance   1/1/2020    $ 24,281.41 
Deposits                     $     34,691.01 
Checks                       $    -34,684.24 
Ending Balance      1/31/2020               $ 24,288.18 
 
Committee Reports 
Health & Wellness:   
Long Range Planning:   
 
Membership Changes 
 Baptisms - Berklee Maxine Stephens 1/19/2020 
 Funerals -  Dennis Lewis (non-member) 1/18/2020 
 
Old Business 

1. Setup 100th Anniversary Committee  
2. Family Promise – having a concert in February.  Pastor will 

contact Doug Epp to see where there at. 
3. Building Expansion 
4. Streaming services in the Nursery – waiting on bid from 

Jim Belford. 
 

New Business 
1. District Mission Commitment in the budget is $45,000.  

Total offerings for 2019 is $418,626.14 – 10% is $41,862.62 
Gwen Larson motioned to set budget for 2020 for district 
mission commitment for $41,862.62 (divided equally and 
paid over 12 months).  Teresa Bauck seconded.  Motion 
carried. 

2. 12 Passenger Van – Marcy Neff’s brother is letting Messiah 
use their 12 passenger van while they are on a mission 
trip.  Although they requested no money we feel it is very 
generous of them and would like to give them something.  
Gwen Larson motioned that Messiah will pay for gas for 
youth trips and a money contribution of $25/day 
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retroactive to the last youth trip.  Laci Hansen seconded.  
Motion carried. 

3. Coffelt sign quote to repair front sign was emailed to 
Denise.  We discussed a digital sign for out front.  Before 
we proceed with fixing the current sign we would like to 
get a quote to see what the price would be for a new 
digital sign.  Pastor Hosch will get a quote. 
 

Announcements 
Next meeting:  March 2nd, 6:00 p.m.   
Closing 
Meeting adjourned at 8:04 p.m. with Lord’s prayer. 

Amy Christensen, Secretary 
 
 

I Still Believe  
One Love Can Change Your Life. One 
life can change the world.  From the 
directors of I Can Only Imagine comes I 
Still Believe, based on the real-life 

story of chart-topping singer Jeremy Camp when he was about 20 
years old.  As a young believer he learned that life is not easy, 
trials come and thankfully trials pass.  I Still Believe is a pwerful 
reminder that in the midst of life’s storms, true hope can be found 
when your eyes are on Jesus.  Opens at Emporia’s B&B Theaters 
on Friday, March 13, 2020. 

 
Tuesday, April 21 

7-10 PM 

Casting Crowns  
at Stormont Vail Events Center – Topeka 

Tickets range from $17 - $42.   
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